From the Editor

[image: ]Welcome back to the LFA travelers to Scotland.  I’m sorry my wife and I had to back out, but “The best-laid schemes o' mice an' men …” often get whacked by unexpected health issues.

Movie Star Ben Lyon
Barry Pavelec, the dogged researcher and prolific writer with a 16-generation connection to an ancestor named Lyon, offers us the third of a four-part account of the life and career of stage and screen star Ben Lyon.  If you have enjoyed reading Barry’s informative and entertaining articles about his family, his wife’s family, and the lives and families of aviator Bud Lyon and actor Ben Lyon, you will want to make sure you see the March 2019 issue of the LT because—just in time for spring training—Barry will offer a history of the men named Lyon(s) who have played major league baseball.

Lyon(s) Photos
I had originally planned a subheading for this note to be GLP RIP (Great Lyon(s) Photos Rest in Peace) because we ran out of pictures from our members.  Nevertheless, some of us are—I am—still interested in displaying pictures of our ancestors, so we are launching a new graphic initiative: LPIC (Lyon(s) Photo Identification Contest).  We have several photographic portraits of people who have only been identified by their names.  If you can identify the person or persons in a picture, I will send you an LFA PhotoID WINNER tee shirt.  Though we are not looking for birth certificates or complete genealogies of the person in the photograph, I do hope for more than, “Hey Bill, That’s my uncle Charlie.  Send me a shirt.”

Direct Lyon(s) Lineages (DLLs)
Several new members of the LFA have submitted their DLLs, and six of those lineages are included in the newsletter.  The DLLs contain the links that connect us and are worth a careful review.

The Earls of Kinghorne and Strathmore, Part I
Mike Hewitt, author of A Most Remarkable Family, has written another article for the LT based on the material he uncovered while researching the Lyon families of Scotland and England.  Mike’s article in this issue follows the family of Patrick Lyon, the 1st Earl of Kinghorne.  You can learn more about Mike’s book by visiting his website at www.thelyonfamily.org.uk.

Nathaniel Lyon
Several years ago, LFA historian Bruce Lyon published in the LT an article about the life of Nathaniel Lyon who became the first general officer to lose his life in the U.S. Civil War.  General Lyon is credited with keeping the state of Missouri allied with the Union forces.  Inasmuch as the LFA has many new members who may not be aware of the remarkable life of General Lyon, we are republishing in this issue Bruce’s updated version of his earlier article.

Poem
For the past few years, the LT has included poems generally related to generational or familial themes; some of the poems have both, such as My Aunt Raises Violets from Africa, Standing By, and My Father Was a Young Man Then.  If you know of a poem that might be suitable for the LT, please let me know.
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