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Lost in the past – In preparing to assemble each issue of The Lyon’s Tale (LT), I scratch around prior issues looking for items that might be of interest to current readers.  Fifty years ago, the Lyon(s) Families Association (LFA) printed 1,000 copies of the LT.  Back then, the LT had gone from eight pages to twelve.  As of this issue, we print no copies of the LT; all copies are distributed via e-mail, and the length generally runs between 24 and 28 pages.  As I glanced through those 50-year-old issues, I found myself admiring the people who founded, nurtured, and grew the LFA to what it is today.  It was not only those who had leadership positions in the organization who gave of their time and treasure.  It appears that members regularly took on jobs to help gather genealogical information about Lyon(s) families, and members volunteered to identify and recruit new members.  
I’ve been told that many family associations such as ours are no longer extant; no doubt the result of so much information being available to individual genealogists through the Internet.  Whereas in the past, association members would share information with each other; now, more than likely, genealogists sit at home and scour the various websites and genealogical services for information about their families.  LFA seems to be running counter to the trend of so many other family associations.  I suspect part of our survival is attributable to the Colonial roots of the Lyon line.  Nevertheless, we are all in this fairly vibrant family association, and I offer my sincere thanks and congratulations to those who worked over these past 67 years to build the organization we have today.  I hope that we, the current keepers of the torch, do as well in passing on a successful organization to future generations.  
In anticipation of an LFA membership campaign, I went about trying to find out the size of our potential membership base; that is, how many families are out there with the name Lyon or Lyons that might have an interest in genealogy or family history.  See our next issue of the LT for the results of the exploration.  
McGee’s Roots Quest – In this issue of the LT, you will find Part II of Bill McGee’s 25-year-old journey throughout the USA to find and interview his relatives.  One has to admire a person’s interest in discovering his past to leave his wife and home and drive 11,000 miles to interview relatives.  Bill McGee did just that, and he has shared his findings with his family and with LFA members.  See Part I of his adventure in the December 2015 issue of the LT.
The First Lyon in Britain -- Mike Hewitt XE "Hewitt:Mike" , LFA webmaster and author of A Most Remarkable Family, has adapted another article for us based on material from his book.  For those who don’t want to wait for future articles from Mike to learn more about his research into the Lyon family, you can buy his book on his website (www.thelyonfamily.org.uk).  His book can also be purchased by contacting Lisa Frieman in Florida at 386-205-4114 or at lisafrieman@hotmail.com.

Early Maryland Records – Bill McGee’s article is written based on research done 25 years ago.  Richard Lee Lyons wrote his article for this issue based on research done in Baltimore and Annapolis, Maryland, in 1985 and 1987.  If you are like Richard and LFA president Mike Lyon who have familial ties to John Lyon of Maryland, then you are likely to find Richard’s information of considerable interest.
Among other items in this issue, you will find an article about Humberstone Lyon written by LT copy editor and professional genealogist Elizabeth “Janie” Sherman.   The newly approved LFA by-laws call for an annual audit of our financial records, and a copy of the audit for 2015 is included in this issue.  You will also find Part II of the report from the Scottish genealogist hired by Mike Lyon with financial support from other LFA members.  Finally, you will also find, and I hope enjoy, another poem.  I suspect many readers are already familiar with the work, but it’s worth another read.

Future Feature - I recently received a note from an LFA author who is working on an article about an almost famous man named Lyon.  The author said that he expects

“…to have the first draft finished by the weekend.  (Lyon) was something of a Renaissance Man working not only as a pilot and confidant of Chinese leaders but also writing songs, a play, inventing machines and functioning as an AP and Black Star photographer.  Earlier, he drove race cars, did film stunts and had a few bit parts in some Hollywood films.  He married the granddaughter of a famous couple consisting of an international opera star and world-renowned magician.  Later, he married a former prima ballerina.  His maternal roots included a couple of ‘unique’ women, one of whom was probably crazy and who had a mother who wasn't much more stable, at least early on.  

“The full story includes an Irish hanging for ‘treason,’ winning the battle for Fort Ticonderoga, being fined and imprisoned for violating the Alien and Sedition Act, fights on the floor of Congress, death on the Ohio River in a tornado, and support for the unification of Germany in the late 19th Century so that it could become ‘the strongest country on earth’ and one where surrounding countries would do its bidding.   Throw in a Civil War battle or two, talk of abortion, kidnapping, adoption, show business, internal sexual affairs, and his involvement with the Nationalist/Communist/Japanese story of China in the 1930s and you've got a tale.”

By now, some of you know the family the author is talking about.  Stay tuned.  For those of you who have not kept up with your $5.00 annual membership dues, please correct that situation because this tale is likely to be serialized over the next two or three editions of the LT, and you will not want to miss the outcome of this story.
